
QTS or QTS with PGCE?
We explain the difference between the two options

QTS - QUALIFIED TEACHER STATUS

PGCE - POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION

QTS is the qualification you must hold to be a teacher in state schools
in England and Wales. It is a professional qualification which has
proved that you have the knowledge, skills and character to meet the
Teachers’ Standards.*  TKAT SCITT is a school based teacher training
programme which trains you to successfully meet the Teachers’
Standards as well as having the option to study for a PGCE.



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  1 T H E  V O I C E

C O P Y R I G H T  P O R T A L  T E C H  2 0 2 3

The PGCE is an internationally recognised teaching qualification; applicants
planning to work abroad in the future will need to have this qualification

The PGCE provides the opportunity for greater depth of academic research
than a QTS course, developing a critical understanding of the evidence and
theory of education

The PGCE with LBU has 60 masters credits; many trainees are hoping to
continue their studies to gain a full masters degree.

TKAT SCITT works with Leeds Beckett University (LBU) to deliver the PGCE
alongside the QTS. As there is a choice, many applicants ask for advice as to
whether they should do the PGCE, we have listed below some of the main
reasons our trainees take the PGCE each year:

The Distance Learning PGCE (DLPGCE) with Leeds Beckett University has 3
modules which are delivered and supported by online academic tutors. LBU
and TKAT SCITT work closely together to ensure that both courses work
alongside and compliment each other. The knowledge and skills you gain from
your school based teaching experiences support your research and deeper
understanding of teaching.

To find out more about the DLPGCE with LBU please click this link.

Each year many of our trainees opt to complete the QTS  route only. The TKAT
SCITT programme is based on current evidence and research to ensure that our
trainees are informed by the latest developments in how pupils learn. A PGCE
is not a requirement for teaching and it is not a prerequisite for career
development. However working with LBU has enabled many trainees to
successfully complete the PGCE during their QTS year. LBU also offers the
opportunity to complete the PGCE in your early teaching career, and so it still
remains open as a route of study once QTS is gained.

* DfE Teachers’ Standards September 2012

https://clipchamp.com/watch/DY2o8lrcjIi
https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/courses/education-pgce-distance-learning/

