
T R A I N E E  F O C U S

" Orchards Academy
has taught me so much,
the pastoral care of
their students is
amazing!"

There are many different routes into teacher training.  How did you find the

process of applying?

Quite straight forward, once I had established the basics: what I wanted to teach,

where and what age, QTS or QTS with PGCE?  Once I began interviewing, I knew

that I wanted to be school-based.

Some routes will be more right for you than others and it's important to find the

best one for you.  I'd highly recommend registering to Get Into Teaching.  Their

advisors will support you with the process.

Andrea Baptiste
Training to Teach History at Orchards Academy, Swanley, Kent

Meet Andrea
Teaching was always
something Andrea had
considered in the back of her
mind, but when Covid
decimated the live event and
hospitality industry in March
2020, she saw this as an
opportunity to apply.



Do you have any tips for candidates looking to train to teach?

Take your time to look up and read about providers.  Do they have a high success

and employment rate?  Contact them with questions, if you have any.

Edutwitter is great for general questions and advice.  If you know any teachers,

speak to them!  Who better to help you?

How have you found your time at Orchards Academy so far?  What was your

first day in front of a class like?

Orchards has taught me so much, the pastoral care of their students is amazing! 

 There's never a dull lesson and I am always learning.  Training to teach is

challenging, but since my first day I've been offered nothing but support from all

staff around the school and I'e had the opportunity to be able to observe some

great teachers and lessons.

I walked away from my first day in front of a class thinking - how can I do better?

My first day in front of a class was a

mix of nerves and excitement.  I

went from being the silent person

sitting in the back during my two

week observation period to then

standing in front of twenty-

something students.  I remember

quite a few facial expressions like

'who are you?'  Then this teaching

persona, that I was unaware I had,

just kicked in.  You have to start

building relationships with students

from that first lesson.



It was Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January and you put together a session for

the children.  Can you tell us more about this event?

As part of the cultural capital day, I planned the full day of lessons for Holocaust

Memorial Day.  During the morning session we watched the live testimony of

survivor Eve Kugler BEM.

It was a privilege as a department to have shared this opportunity with our

students.  Our pupils reflected strongly throughout the days' activities,

particularly with letters responding to Eve, and were invited along with staff to

share their thoughts on a Jamboard.  The discussions and learning were framed

around Jewish victims having an agency and how they demonstrated this through

forms of resistance.  We addressed common misconceptions about the Holocaust

as well as analysing the steps towards genocide, with an insight into liberation and

displaced prison camps.

You are assigned a mentor when you start your teaching programme with TKAT

SCITT, how important has this mentoring been to your progress?

Grant, my mentor is outstanding, he is exactly the type of teacher that I want to be.  

He has been nothing short of brilliant, he's facilitated my development and guided

and supported me from the first day.  Every bit of feedback and target I have been

set has impacted my progress.  One week I'll be targeting disaffected pupils, the

next my focus could be to use pupil assessment data alongside retrieval techniques,

or a cross curricular approach to give pupils a greater context of a time period.  You

are assigned a professional mentor as well as a personal mentor and the support

that Stuart has given me has been great!

Our weekly training sessions with Lynda, another highly experienced mentor have

been brilliant, her wealth of experience is invaluable and she’s been a vital part of

my progress.

" My Mentor is
outstanding....
he has been
nothing short
of brilliant.."



You also have Lead Subject Tutor sessions, have these helped you with the

curriculum?

My LST and these sessions have been very helpful.  They have taught me to look at

the curriculum in a different light and what to consider when planning long term. 

 It can feel quite daunting having to learn new areas of history but the subject

knowledge tasks are designed to give you the pedagogical content knowledge and

confidence.

You joined the TKAT SCITT teacher training programme at such a challenging

time with the COVID-19 pandemic.  How have you found the online teaching

during the recent months?

Online learning has been hard and there have been

times when I've felt the pandemic is hindering my

training.  When I speak to others, it's helped me to

look at it in a different way.  My pedagogy is

developing and I've learnt how to facilitate learning

in different ways and support students.

There have been wins in these hard times; seeing the

quality of work that pupils produce, helps me

remember why I applied to train to teach.

Is there a particular highlight you can think of, since starting the course?

The first time I saw pupils really starting to progress in a class that I found

challenging was very rewarding.

What are your ambitions for the future?

To create a learning environment where pupils embrace and enjoy history, helping

to broaden how they perceive the world around them.  I would like to do that one

day as a head of department.  For now, my focus is qualifying and then the next

step is my NQT year!


