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" If children understand
this I will potentially be
able to inspire them to
become nurses,
doctors, vets....."

Rebekah Meachin
Training to Teach Biology at Havant Academy

Meet Rebekah
Rebekah arrived late into
teaching; however, she has
been surrounded by teachers
and public servants all of her
life.  
Many of her family are
teachers, in the NHS or the
Navy. Rebekah talks about her
journey to becoming a teacher
and how she hopes to inspire
the next generation.

Before choosing to train to be a teacher, most of my jobs have been around

animals - this might seem a strange career change from animals to children - what

is the famous saying? - “Never work with kids or animals”. 

However, during my time as a dog trainer, horse riding instructor and all the other

fantastic jobs I have had, it has also been about teaching that person or family to

know how to train their dog and carry on its education from it just being a house

pet to even a gun dog. To see a child who is scared of touching a pony and then

building that relationship with the child so they are be able to ride and feel safe

and confident. All of these things have pointed me in the direction (as well as

thanks to my family), of wanting to teach children in school.



 I first chose to become a TA so that I

could get some real insight into 'school

life'.  It also allowed me to see how one-

to-one with children with special needs

and how progress in school, is not just

subject biased but it’s all about  PSHE ,

discipline, friendships, tolerance and

much more. All these things are so

important to the growth and

development of a child. 

 I then became a cover supervisor so I would be able to make more of a difference

(well a least try to) to given continued learning and behaviour management to the

class when their teacher is away for any reason.

From working as a TA and cover supervisor I have understood how privileged I

was in my own education and the support I received from my school and parents

and this is the main reason that I felt teaching is for me.  

I was 6 when I was told I have dyslexia.  Thanks

to a teacher in my primary school who told my

parents and insisted that getting me properly

tested would make a big difference to my life. 

So they did.  Because of that one teacher and

the support my parents have given me, I have

things in place to deal and cope with being

dyslexic. I have a learning difficulty but I never

let it define me. It has not always been a bed of

roses but there is nothing in my life that I have

not wanted to do that I have not managed to do

thought grit, determination, resilience and

support. 

This sense of self is what I want to try and give back to the world through my teaching

career . To teach a subject that I love and to encourage children to be able to choose

what life they want to lead. That is why I have chosen to become a teacher.



So why science? Why biology? Most of my degrees have been science or biology

based and I believe that this subject is reachable by all children in some way. I

believe it is possible that every child can understand some aspects and understand

that science is what, to me anyway, makes the world go round. 

If children understand this, I will potentially be able to inspire them to become

nurses, doctors, vets, mechanics, and farmers or to work in horticulture. 

When applying to become a teacher, I would make sure that you look at all your

options.  The website 'Get Into Teaching' is really useful for putting all the ways of

getting into teaching in simple form, plus give lots of advice.  If you are looking at

applying for teaching, spend time writing your UCAS application and decide which

school you wish to apply for.  At interview, just remember that they are noy looking

for a finished teacher, they are looking for your passion for teaching - show them

this.  

I chose to go through SCITT with a salaried position - this has allowed me to learn on

the job.  For me this was the best way for me to learn, the knowledge and experience

I have received for learning to teach this was is more than I could ever learn in a

lecture room.  This is the best option in my opinion.

I am aspiring to be an excellent teacher and educator who can give children the

chance to understand themselves and the world around them, and to gain

qualifications to reach their individual potential. I would like to be a teacher who is

positive and who is a nurturing role model.


